Failure to thrive: knowledge for social workers.
Growth failure in young children no longer is classified simply as organic or nonorganic failure to thrive. The symptom of failure to thrive encompasses a variety of complex disorders, and each requires a specific treatment approach. Various forms of nonorganic growth failure and the social work role in intervention are reviewed. The diagnosis and treatment of attachment disorder, a potentially dangerous form of nonorganic failure to thrive that is considered child neglect, are discussed in detail.